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Dog Trouble Foundation Rescue Charity 

Fostering Policy 
 
1. Purpose 
This policy sets out how our Fostering Programme is managed to 
safeguard the welfare of our rescued dogs and support our Foster Fs. 
 
2. Scope 
This policy applies to all volunteers and Foster Carers who provide 
temporary care for dogs on behalf of the Foundation. 
 
3. Objectives 
Our Fostering Programme aims to: 

• Provide safe, temporary homes for dogs; 
• Prepare dogs for permanent adoption; 
• Monitor each dog's health, behaviour and progress; 
• Support Foster Carers throughout the fostering period. 

 
4. Who Can Become a Foster Carer? 
Foster Carers must be aged 18 or over. Carers must have been assessed 
along and have the agreement of all household members. If the live in 
rented accommodation confirmation of the landlord’s permission must be 
provided. The home environment will be assessed to make sure it is safe 
and secure. 
 
5. Foster Carers’ Responsibilities 
Foster Carers are expected to: 

• Provide a safe, caring home; 
• Follow the rescue's guidance on feeding, exercise and training; 
• Monitor the dog's health and behaviour; 
• Administer medication as instructed; 
• Attend veterinary appointments when requested; 
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• Keep the dog secure and supervised; 
• Promptly report any illness, injury or behavioural concerns to the 

Foundation; 
• Provide regular updates, including photos and information to help 

with adoption; 
• Follow the Foundation’s guidance in order to minimise risks; 
• Keep confidential any personal information relating to adopters, 

volunteers and supporters; 
• Not rehome, breed, sell, nor transfer the dog to another person, and 

must return the dog immediately if requested by the rescue. 
  
6. Responsibilities of the Foundation 
The Foundation will: 

• Match dogs appropriately to foster homes; 
• Provide relevant information about the dog's history and needs; 
• Arrange and authorise veterinary treatment; 
• Provide ongoing advice and support; 
• Supply equipment where agreed (e.g. lead, collar, crate, bedding, 

food); 
• Arrange adoption meetings and collection when appropriate. 

 
7. Veterinary Care 
Carers must contact the Foundation to authorise veterinary treatment in 
advance, unless there is an emergency. If emergency treatment is needed 
the Carer must contact the Foundation as soon as possible. Vaccinations, 
neutering and routine treatment will be arranged by the Foundation where 
appropriate. 
 
8. Welfare and Safety 
Foster Carers must provide a safe and secure home where the dog's 
welfare is always a priority. Dogs should receive suitable housing/bedding, 
fresh water, nutritious food, appropriate exercise, social interaction and 
enrichment, together with suitable training and protection from 
unnecessary stress or harm. Foster Carers must keep dogs secure at all 
times, supervise introductions to children and other pets, use a lead unless 
otherwise agreed by the rescue, transport dogs safely, and take all 
reasonable steps to prevent them from becoming lost. 
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9. Adoption Process 
The Foundation remains responsible for selecting and approving adopters. 
Foster Carers may be asked to meet prospective adopters. Foster Carers 
should not make promises regarding adoption without the rescue's 
approval.  
 
10. Ending a Foster Placement 
The foster placement is ended when the dog is adopted; if the Foundation 
requires the return of the dog for any reason; or the Carer is no longer able 
to foster the dog. 
 
11. Review 
This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated as necessary to reflect 
changes in legislation or the charity’s operations. 
 
12. Version 
Version 1.0 – 23 June 2026 
 
 
 


